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him. This was June of 1941. Unfortunately, a few days later the Nazis started
an action, and they took all the Jews of that town to the edge of the town and
lined them up against a ditch and mowed them down with machine guns. As
they were marching, the Bobover Rebbe said, "We say in the Talmud may the
Mashiach come, but I shouldn't see him, because I don't want to see the tzores
of the Mashiach. Well, that was only before He came. Now that He is here,
let us rejoice and we will bring the Mashiach closer.” Shmuel escaped that
execution. He and his classmates were on an outing in the fields. When they
heard the shooting, they ran away. Unfortunately, Shmuel was caught a few
days later. His father, Moshe, and the Bobover Rebbe were all killed, and he
was sent to the concentration camp. It was now three years later. It was a cold
December day, and they called all the inmates out to be counted. They first
went to the showers, and then came out on that cold, freezing day dripping with
water. They counted them once, twice, three times, four times. Something
seemed to be wrong. Meanwhile, the water on their bodies had turned to ice.

One by one, the inmates of that camp fell over. Shmuel knew he could not hold
on much longer. He could not understand why G-d was taking him on the day

of his bar mitzvah. All of a sudden, he felt an overpowering urge to sing that
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wonderful song that his father had made the Bobover Rebbe promise to sing on
his bar mitzvah. It was a beautiful song, a wonderful song, a great song, and
his feet started to move up and down, up and down against his will. The ice
started to crack on his body, although he noticed that on the ground the snow
had turned to red. Somehow he managed to survive. The next spring he was
liberated. It is now 25 years later. During this whole 25 years he tried to
remember that song, but he could not. His own boy was being called now to
read the Torah on his bar mitzvah. The boy read the Torah flawlessly. It came
now for Shishi, and Shmuel was called to the Torah. He made the first
brochas, and his son read so beautifully, and then the second brochas, and all of
a sudden, his heart and mind were filled with the song that he could not
remember for 25 years, and he burst out with this beautiful, wonderful song,
and everyone in the congregation was astounded because Shmuel was a quiet
man who hardly ever talked. The rabbi turned to him and said, "What's the
matter, Shmuel?” He told him the story, and the rabbi said, "It's because of the

inner strength, the inner song, the sincerity of the people who have lived

throughout the ages that our people have continued to live." Shmuel was one of

those whose inner sincerity, whose dignity, whose inner being shown through.
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Substance is so much more important than appearance. Oh, yes, appearance is
important. The Kohen Godol had to wear his special garments when he served.
However, when the Kohen Godol went into the Temple, he did not go into the
Holy of Holies on Yom Kippur with his golden garments. He went with the
four basic garments of the Kohen, and four, of course, stands for family and for
dedication and for devotion and for loyalty. It is these things which mark us as
human beings. Let us all be deserving of a good year, a happy year, and a

healthy year because we have taken care of the inner things. Amen.
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As all of you have probably heard, my sister died and I just got up from shiva
this afternoon. We all know that the theme of Yom Kippur is who shall live
and who shall die, who before his time, and who will live a long life. The
events of the past few days have put the theme of Yom Kippur into perspective.
My sister was a loving, kind woman who died much t0o young. She was only
55 years old. She wanted to see her children married, and she wanted to see
grandchildren. This was not given to her. She did not have this opportunity.
She did have the naches, though, of seeing her two boys graduate from Yeshiva
University and her daughter enter her senior year at Stern. She was a woman

who valued the inner things.

You know, today is called Yom Kippurim, a day, as the rabbis say, like Purim.
Why should this be a day KaPurim. This is not known as a day of Yom
Kippur. Kipper is a fish. It is known as Kippurim, and the rabbis say it is
because Yom Kippur has many things in common with Purim. On Purim we
put on masks and we revel and say we must drink until we can no longer tell
the difference between Haman and Mordechai, because Haman and Mordechai
looked almost identical. Haman was a hard working man, a family man, a

devoted and dedicated man, a man who assumed responsibility for all the affairs




image2.png
KOL NIDRE 1998
Rabbi Joseph Radinsky

of the kingdom, but he was a man filled with hate. Outwardly he was a good
man, but inwardly he was filled with hate. Mordechai, too, was a good family
man, ambitious, hard working, a man who could carry the weight of the
kingdom on his shoulders, but he was not filled with hate. He was filled with
love and rachmones and kindness. That is the difference. Appearance is many
times deceiving. We know that on this holiday the Kohen Godol would offer
two goats. These two goats had to be identical. We read about them in the
Avoda service tomorrow morning. They had to look exactly the same, but they
were not the same. One was offered on the altar, and one ran wild in the
wilderness until it was chased off a cliff. We know that on Yom Kippur we
beat our heart and say that we have sinned. The heart is a double pump. The
heart sends the blood to the lungs, where it is purified, and then it is sent to the
body. If the blood would be sent directly to the body and not be purified, we
would die quickly. The most important thing is the inner man, not the outer
man, We know that appearances are important. After all, when we look at
people we can judge them by the way they dress whether they are careful and
considerate of others. We know that nobody is going to come to shul on Yom

Kippur in a bikini or a bathing suit. That would not be appropriate and would
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send the wrong message. That would show that you have contempt for our
religion. We know, too, that when we purchase things appearance counts, but
it does not count for everything. We all know how people will spruce up their
cars and steam clean their engines and upholstery to sell their car, but if a buyer
is not wary and does not check the engine also, he may end up with a big
lemon. We all know people who paint a few rooms in their house, although
their foundation is no good and their roof is leaking. That is why we have to
have inspections, and that is why you should take a care to your mechanic
before you buy it. Appearances are important. We learn that the Kohen Godol
on Yom Kippur had to change his clothes five times, and when he entered the
Holy of Holies, he wore the linen garment, the basic garments of the ordinary
priest, because he had to be pure. He had to come before G-d showing that he
had taken care of things. True, on state occasions he wore his magnificent
attire, but not on Yom Kippur. Appearances are nice and fine, but the
important thing is what is inside. The things that you can measure are so much
more important than appearances: devotion, dedication, love. Things that you
cannot measure are what marks a truly fine human being. Many times all

people are concerned about are appearances. In fact, there was a sick joke they
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tell about a man on his deathbed. He was almost at his last breath. He called
over his daughter and said, "Daughter, I smell that your mother is making
strudel. Please, before I die, I want to taste your mother's strudel once more.
Please, go to you mother and have her bring me a piece of strudel.” The
daughter returned in a few minutes and said, "Mother said you can't have any.”
The man asked why, and the daughter said, "Because it is for after." The
appearances were more important than the person who was suffering. This is
something that we should all realize. When the Kohen went into the Holy of
Holies he took incense with him from the incense altar. Incense in Hebrew is
Katores, for inner purity. The Kof stands for kedusha; the Tet stands for
tahara, for purity; the Raysh stands for rachmones; and the Tet stands for
tikvah, hope. For us to be pure, for us to have those qualities which are
necessary when we stand before G-d on this Yom Kippur when we say, "Before
G-d you should be pure,” we should be sincere and dedicated and devoted, and
that is what is important in life. It is not the outer appearance. Haman was full
of hatred. He did not have kedusha. Mordechai had kedusha, because he was
filled with care and concern. Mordechai was concerned with others because he

was pure. He wrote checks for good causes; he protested injustice; he tried to
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dilute sorrow; he tried to become an expert in those things which would help
mankind; he had rachmones for people. Haman had no rachmones. He wanted
to kill men, women, and children, and was even willing to pay for the privilege
of it. This is a Yom Kippurim. Take off your masks. Be who you really are.
There has to be hope, hope more than anything else. There was one
characteristic of my sister I always remember: her unwavering optimism.
Don't take out on others your pain. Be positive. Always try to be there for
other people. This is the importance of this holiday. On this holiday we forget
about the outer appearance. That's why we have the five afflictions. We are
not interested in food or drink or anointing and bathing ourselves, marital
relations, and wearing leather shoes. We are interested in showing that our
heart is pure. We are interested in showing that we can be better than we are,
that we know we can be better than we are. We know that we can do more.
That's the importance and essence of this holiday. It is a song in our hearts. It
is our sincerity. It is our willingness to extend ourselves beyond ourselves that
makes this holiday the great holiday that it is. Rabbi Akiva said, "Before G-d
you shall be pure.” It anybody would have looked at Rabbi Akiva, they would

have thought that he would never amount to anything. He could not read until
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he was 40 years old. He was a poor shepherd boy. He was the descendants of
Canaanites who converted to Judaism, but his wife saw in him something great.
His wife was the daughter of the richest man in Israel, and when she married
him, her father cut her off and cut Rabbi Akiva off, of course, but he became
the greatest rabbi. He had a vision. He saw. He knew what the inner
resources he had were, and he wanted to express them. All of us today should
realize that appearances are important, but what is more important is our inner

sincerity.

I am reminded of the story they tell about Shmuel. Shmuel was a Bobover
Chusid, and when he was seven years old his father, Moshe, would always take
him to the Tish, to the table of the Bobover Rebbe. In the beginning he was a
little boy and did not want to go, but the Bobover melodies are so entrancing,
so beautiful. In fact, the only Chassidic melodies which are perhaps more
beautiful are the 7777?. He was captivated and begged his father to take him
every sholosh seudos so he could sing these beautiful melodies. When he was
nine years old the Bobover Rebbe sang such a song that Shmuel's father Moshe

made him promise that on this boy's bar mitzvah he would sing this song for




